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PSC’s May Program of Work
Rwanda assumes the role of the monthly chairpersonship of the Peace and Security Council (PSC)
for the month of May when the monthly program of work of the PSC commences on 2 nd of May. As
in April, the May program is relatively heavy with the PSC expected to hold nine sessions and a field
mission to Darfur, Sudan. A wide range of thematic peace and security issues dominate the program
of the month, with two open sessions. The monthly program also envisages ministerial level session,
which will consider two of the nine agenda items on the monthly program.
The program of the month starts with a briefing on the African Union (AU) Peace Fund. This is the
first session on the Peace Fund since the adoption by the PSC of the proposed governance structures
and the organization of the Peace Fund at its 30 May 2017 session. It is anticipated that the AU
Special Envoy on the Financing of the Union and the Peace Fund, Donald Kaberuka, will provide
updates on the status of operationalization of the Peace Fund.
The first open session is scheduled to take place on the 8 th of May on the ‘Principles of Protection of
Civilians in Conflict Situations in Africa’. The Department of Peace and Security (PSD) and the UN
Office to the AU are expected to brief the PSC on the principles highlighting their importance, status
and use in the operationalization of the African Standby Force. It is also in this same session that
the PSC is expected to consider and adopt the provisional program of work of the PSC for June.
On the 10th of May, the PSC is scheduled to have a session on the situation of African migrants, an
update and impediments for the continental free movement of peoples in Africa. It is a follow up to
the 21 July 2017 session of the PSC on the same. The PSC is expected to receive briefings from the
Committee of Intelligence and Security Services of Africa (CISSA) and the Departments of Political
Affairs and Peace and Security. Others expected to make statements include representatives of
Regional Economic Communities (RECs)/Regional Mechanisms (RMs).
On the 15th of May, the second open session of the month is expected to take place focusing on
climate-induced conflicts. The PSD and the Department of Rural Economy and Agriculture are
expected to provide briefings on the theme.
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From the 16th to 19th of May, the PSC is expected to undertake a field mission to Darfur Sudan. This
is expected to provide the PSC the opportunity to review for itself the conditions in Drafur and the
arrangements that ensure smooth transition in the context of the draw down of UNAU Mission in
Darfur (UNAMID). As a follow up to this field mission, the PSC will convene a session on UNAMID
on the 22nd of May. During this session the PSC will consider the Special Report of the Chairperson
of the AU Commission and the Secretary General of the UN on the Strategic Review of UNAMID, its
field mission report and renewal of the mandate of UNAMID. Apart from the PSD, Jeremiah
Mamabolo, the Joint Special Representative of the UN and the AU are expected to provide briefings.
On the 21st of May the PSC will hold a briefing on the Continental Results Framework for
Monitoring and Reporting on the Implementation of the Women, Peace and Security agenda in
Africa. In this session the PSC is expected to consider a report on the theme and Bineta Diop, the
Special Envoy of the Chairperson of the Commission, is set to provide briefing to the PSC.
The PSC is expected to have a briefing session on ‘illicit flow and financing of arms in Africa’ on the
24th of May,. The theme of this session forms part of the areas specifically singled out for action in
the AU Agenda on Silencing the Guns. The Regional Centre on Small Arms (RECSA) and the PSD
are expected to provide briefings to the PSC. All members of the UN Security Council are expected
to participate in the closed session. In addition to examining the trends and dynamics in the illicit
flow of weapons, this session is expected to take stock of the impact of the proliferation of the
establishment of military bases on the continent by various non-African countries.
The last session scheduled for the 31st of May will take place at ministerial level focusing on two
themes. The first is on the ‘role of Africa in the harmonization of initiatives and operationalization of
the African Peace and Security Architecture (APSA) in the Sahel’. Moussa Faki Mahamat, the
Chairperson of the AU Commission is expected to brief the Council. The second expected to take
place in the afternoon is on the ‘status of repatriation of migrants from Libya’. Mahamat is expected
to present a report on conditions of migrants including updates on the AU and international
responses to the plight of African migrants.
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Amani Africa is an independent Africa based policy research, training and consulting think tank that
operates as the first and only institution with a specialization and primary focus on African
multilateral policy processes relating to the African Union.
We support the pan-African dream of peaceful, prosperous and integrated Africa through research,
training, strategic communications, technical advisory services, convening and facilitation.
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