CRITICAL REFLECTIONS ON THE
CHALLENGES TO AND MEANS OF
STRENGTHENING THE AU NORM
BANNING UNCONSTITUTIONAL
CHANGES OF GOVERNMENTS (UCG)
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On Sunday 5 September 2021, reports of gunshot and an apparent
attempted coup started to stream on social media from Guinea
capital, Conakry. Some hours later, a video showing the
country’s President Alpha Conde surrounded by members of the
coup perpetrators emerged. Special Forces of Guinea entered
the presidential palace after exchange of gun shoots and
captured President Conde. Despite initial announcement by the
Defense Ministry that the mutiny was foiled, the leader of the
coup colonel Mamady Doumbouya, accompanied by his entourage,
appeared on national TV to announce the dissolution of Conde’s
government and the suspension of the Constitution. Apart from
holding President Conde in military detention, the coup makers
also replaced the regional governors with military commanders.
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