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For the month of June 2019, Sierra Leone will assume the role
of chairing the African Union (AU) Peace and Security Council
(PSC). Prepared under the leadership of Sierra Leone’s
Permanente Representative to the AU Brima Patrick Kapuwa, the
provisional program of work of the PSC for the month adopted
on 7 May envisages some nine sessions. These includeeight
closed sessions and one open session.Two of the closed
sessions will focus on two country situations. During the
month there is also a planned PSC retreat.

On 4 June, the monthly PSC program of work starts with a
session deliberating on two agenda items. The first is the
preparation for the African Amnesty month within the context
of the AU Master Roadmap to Silence the Guns by the Year 2020
and building momentum for the effective implementation of the
Agenda 2063 goals. Among others, this is expected to review
the state of continental and regional efforts for effectively
addressing illicit movement of Small Arms and Light Weapons
(SALW), one of the major drivers of conflict in Africa.

The following day on 5 June the committee of experts will meet
to engage in preparatory works for two planned PSC activities.
The first preparatory meeting is on PSC retreat that 1is
planned to take place in Rabat, Morocco in the last week of
June and 1is expected to work on the agenda and working
documents of the retreat. The other is the preparation for the
13th Annual Joint Consultative Meeting with the UN

Security Council.

On 6 June, the PSC is scheduled to have two agenda items. It
will have the first country specific session on the situation
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in Guinea Bissau. As a major country of concern for West
Africa it was initially on the agenda when Nigeria was
chairing the PSC, however the session could not be held.
Guinea Bissau is brought back on the agenda for June under
Sierra Leone. The PSC is expected to receive update on the
political stalemate in the country following the March 2019
parliamentary election that prevented the formation of a new
government, exacerbating the existing precarious political and
socio-economic situation.

The second agenda of the day is a briefing on elections in
Africa. This 1is the periodic briefing that the AU Department
of Political Affairs regularly presents to the PSC. It is
expected to give update on elections held since the last
briefing and on the upcoming elections. On 11 June, the PSC
will have its second session on a country situation, focusing
on South Sudan. This will focus on the steps being taken and
challenges faced in the implementation of the revitalized
peace agreement, including where the process for the formation
of the national unity government stands.

On 13 June, the PSC will deliberate on three agenda items.
First, it will consider the renewal of UNAMID mandate which
will end on 30 June. The session is expected to provide
clarity on the kind of conditions under which the mandate will
be renewed in the context of the contested transition under
way following the military coup in Sudan. Subsequently,
building on the preparatory work of the committee of

experts undertaken earlier in the month, the PSC willconsider
two preparatory activities, namely the preparations for the
13th Annual Joint Consultative Meeting with the UNSC and for
the PSC retreat expected to take place in Rabat at the end of
the Month.

On 14 June, the PSC is expected to receive and consider the
report of the Chairperson of the AU Commission on the
implementation of Post-Conflict Reconstruction and Development
Policy, including the institutional and operational



developments.

The one open session of the month is planned to take place on
20 June to commemorate the African Refugee Day. It is expected
to be held under the theme ‘Advancing Refugee Protection in
Africa in the Context of Human Rights’. The operationalization
of the African Humanitarian deliberations.

On 21 June, the PSC will receive an update on the AU peace
support operations doctrine and the monthly briefing on the
harmonization of the ACIRIC within ASF.

After the retreat from 24-26 June, the last activity of the
month will take place on 28 June on the briefing by the
Chairperson of the PSC to the PRC on the activities of the PSC
during the

month of June. In addition to these agenda items, the
provisional program of the month also envisions in footnotes
additional items that may be added in the course of the month.
These include the three-week update by the Chairperson of the
AU Commission on the situation in Sudan. Additionally, meeting
of the Military Staff

Committee may also take place.



