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In Africa and the world at large, conflict continues to be a
major driver of humanitarian crises and human suffering. As a
research report published early in 2022 showed, the factors
that account for this phenomenon include the increase in the
number of conflicts and the expansion in the geographic spread
of conflicts. In this context, the importance of norms that
contribute to the regulation of conflicts and provide minimum
standards to govern behaviour of belligerents cannot be
overemphasised. While conflicts are unfortunately hard to
completely avoid, International Humanitarian Law (IHL)
provides rules and principles which enhance safeguards to
minimise the destructive impacts of armed conflicts,
particularly to civilians and civilian objects.
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