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The establishment of the Peace and Security Council (PSC)
under the 2002 Protocol to the AU Constitutive Act on the
Establishment of the PSC 1 (PSC Protocol) and its launch in
2004 2 has transformed the peace and security landscape of the
continent. Most notably, among others, it has changed the role
of international engagement in the maintenance of peace and
security  in  Africa.  The  PSC  Protocol,  in  defining  the
principles governing the maintenance of peace and security in
Africa, attributing leading role to the PSC and defining how
the  PSC  interfaces  with  international  actors,  sets  the
expectations  of  the  continent  on  the  parameters  of
international  action,  including  through  the  United  Nations
(UN), on peace and security in Africa.
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