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COMMEMORATION OF THE AFRICA DAY OF PEACE AND RECONCILIATION 

I. INTRODUCTION

1. Africa is registering progressive development in democracy and governance, buttressed by
modest economic growth, and is heading towards regional integration at a faster pace than previously
recorded. However, this positive trend is being undermined by emerging, complex and multi-
dimensional challenges, including: terrorism, violent extremism, and radicalization; unconstitutional
changes of government; intra and inter-state conflict; regression in diversity management; complex
political transitions; external interference; illicit proliferation of small arms and light weapons;
corruption and the inequitable distribution of resources; transnational organized crime; bio-security
threats; and climate-induced insecurity.

2. Mindful of the indivisibility of peace and security in the Continent and, hence, the critical
importance of shared responsibility and commitment, the Assembly of Heads of State and
Government of the African Union, at its 16th Extraordinary Session on Terrorism and Unconstitutional
Changes of Government held in Malabo, Equatorial Guinea, on 28 May 2022, renewed the AU
commitment to Pan-Africanism, African unity and solidarity. The Assembly further underscored the
importance of social cohesion, national unity and regional cooperation for peaceful and resilient
societies. In this respect, they instituted 31 January of each year, as “Africa Day of Peace and
Reconciliation” and appointed H.E. João Manuel Gonçalves Lourenço, President of the Republic of
Angola, as AU Champion for Peace and Reconciliation in Africa.

3. As the AU Champion for Peace and Reconciliation in Africa, H.E João Manuel Gonçalves
Lourenço has continued to spearhead the mobilization of political, technical, and financial support for
the prevention, management, resolution, and transformation of conflicts on the Continent. He
continues to serve as a lead advocate for diversity management, and seeks to stem inter-ethnic
conflicts and promote reconciliation and peace-building, while also engaging African and international
stakeholders to promote national healing, respect for human rights, and transitional justice as a means 
to foster political stability and sustainable development in the Continent.

4. It is in this context that the Peace and Security Council (PSC) of the African Union will convene
a virtual Open Session on Tuesday, 31 January 2023, which will be dedicated to the Inauguration of
Africa Day of Peace and Reconciliation.  The Open Session will, provide an update on the state of
peace and reconciliation in Africa and the engagements by the AU Champion for Peace and
Reconciliation and other key actors in 2022, to prevent, manage and resolve conflicts towards
sustaining peace on the Continent. This is in line with the fourth aspiration of Agenda 2063, namely, a
Peaceful and Secure Africa, for dialogue-centered conflict prevention, management and resolution to
achieve the noble AU Goal of silencing the guns by 2030.

II. RATIONALE

5. The Open Session is intended to be a forum for Member States and other stakeholders to
reflect on, and take stock of, peace and reconciliation processes across the Continent. It is also meant
to be a forum for candid exchange of ideas, sharing of experiences, lessons and best practices for
engendering inclusive, tolerant, peaceful, stable and prosperous societies in Africa. This will include
reflections on progress made and challenges faced in various contexts where the AU Champion for
Peace and Reconciliation, as well as AU Special Envoys, High Representatives, the Panel of the Wise
and the PSC are engaged.
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6. The session will also be an opportunity for consideration of collective efforts for promoting 
peaceful coexistence in societies and also the ongoing efforts to silence the guns and embrace 
nonviolent means of conflict prevention management and resolution in Africa. These efforts will 
include inclusive dialogue and mediation, shuttle diplomacy, good offices and other similar 
approaches.

7. The importance of national leadership and ownership in peace and reconciliation efforts 
cannot be overemphasized as these processes require national political will of all stakeholders in order 
to be successfully implemented and sustained. The AU Champion, mediators and other regional and 
international stakeholders will continue to play their supportive role.

8. The AU Champion for Peace and Reconciliation will continue his engagements engaging 
regional and international stakeholders to ensure that Member States in post-conflict contexts are 
provided with the necessary financial and technical support.

III. OBJECTIVES AND EXPECTED OUTCOMES

9. The PSC session seeks to:

i. Mark the inaugural commemoration of the Africa Day of Peace and Reconciliation;
ii. Reflect on the efforts of the AU Champion for Peace and Reconciliation in supporting

regional peace process efforts;
iii. Highlight the role of the AU Special Envoys and Panel of the Wise in promoting

dialogue, reconciliation and national healing;
iv. Propose recommendations on enhancing cooperation and complementarity of efforts 

between the PSC, AU Envoys and other actors on the Continent.

IV. PARTICIPANTS

10. Participants to the PSC Session will include:

i. H.E. João Manuel Gonçalves Lourenço, President of the Republic of Angola, and AU
Champion for Peace and Reconciliation in Africa;

ii. H.E. Moussa Faki Mahamat, AUC Chairperson;
iii. H.E Domitien Ndayizeye, Chair of the Panel of the Wise;
iv. H.E Catherine Samba-Panza, Co-Chairperson of FemWise-Africa;
v. H.E Bankole Adeoye, AU Commissioner for Political Affairs, Peace and Security;

vi. Members of the AU Peace and Security Council;
vii. AU Member States;

viii. RECs/RMs;
ix. Partners.

V. TIME AND LOCATION

11. The PSC hybrid Session will take place on 31 January 2023, starting at 10:00 am Addis Ababa
local time. AU Member States and RECs/RMs will attend the session in-person at Medium Conference
Hall, New Conference Building and partners will attend online.
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