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BRIEFING BY THE INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF RED CROSS (ICRC) ON THE HUMANITARIAN 
SITUATION IN AFRICA 

 
I. BACKGROUND 
 
1. Africa has witnessed over recent years conflicts in different parts of the continent, from the 
Horn of Africa in the East to the Sahel Region, the Great Lakes Region, the Lake Chad, Mozambique, 
Libya and Sudan to name a few. It has witnessed humanitarian crises of considerable magnitude, 
where innocent civilians lost their lives. They continue to bear the brunt of armed conflicts. They are 
suffering from the impact of hostilities on their livelihoods, food security, their access to water, to 
shelter, to health services, and basic needs. This was further exacerbated by climate change, a climate 
crisis to which Africa has contributed the least but suffers the most, and public health emergencies 
which have stretched the already stressed African Health infrastructure. 
 
2. To illustrate the magnitude of the situation, recent numbers show that the number of 
displaced people, and refugees due to conflict in Africa exceed 30 million. Over 4 million people have 
been displaced internally due to flooding with an important number of reported fatalities. 
 
3. Respect for the rules of international humanitarian law is important in order to alleviate this 
humanitarian crisis. Humanitarian corridors, rapid and unimpeded access to humanitarian aid is 
crucial.  

 
4. Adherence to the African Union humanitarian framework is of utmost importance, namely the 
provisions of its constitutive act, the Peace and Security Protocol, the African Charter on Human and 
Peoples’ Rights, and the Common African Position on Humanitarian Effectiveness. 

 
5. As we comemorate the 75th anniversary of the Geneva Conventions, the core of international 
humanitarian law, the international community is still facing major challenges and is being put to test 
for the extent of its adherence to the rule of international humanitarian law. 

 
6. As the Peace and Security Council (PSC) is mandated with peace and security on the continent, 
addressing the humanitarian crisis in Africa is essential in advancing peace and security in the region. 
In this regard, civilians must be protected and adherence to international law must be respected. 

 
7. It is important to reflect and build on previous AU’s decisions on humanitarian actions in 
Africa, and in particular the decision of the 36th Ordinary Session of the Assembly of the Union which 
adopted the Statute of the African Humanitarian Agency; as well as the PSC communiqués in relation 
to the humanitarian situation in Africa. These decisions and communiqués are important steps 
forward ensuring the protection of civilians. 

 
8. In particular, the communiqué adopted by the PSC at its 1178th meeting held on 10 October 
2023, urged “all belligerents to fully observe and comply with their obligations under the 1949 Geneva 
Conventions on International Humanitarian Law, and international human rights law, as well as to 
discriminate between innocent civilians and legitimate military targets”. 
 

II. OBJECTIVE 
 

9. This briefing serves as a platform for in identifying the challenges that Africa faces regarding 
the current humanitarian situation and aims to stress upon the several hurdles facing the continent in 
upholding the norms of respect for humanitarian prerogatives.  
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III. EXPECTED OUTCOME 
 

10. At the end of the session, the PSC will be expected to issue a Communique reflecting the 
recommendations and the measures agreed upon by PSC Members and necessary to alleviate the 
humanitarian crisis in the Continent. Among the recommendations, the PSC may wish to: 
 

a) Express deep concern over the continued situation of conflict in different parts of the 
continent, the continued violation of international humanitarian law, and abuse of human 
rights, as well as the dire humanitarian crisis in conflict zones.  

 
b) Demand access to humanitarian corridors and humanitarian aid, especially to the population 

in need, and condemn the looting of humanitarian aid. 
 

c) Note the adverse impact of climate change on the continent, as well as the spread of diseases 
and recent public health emergencies that further exacerbate the dire humanitarian crisis. 
 

d) Urge all Member States, and all parties to conflicts in Africa to uphold the rule of law, adhere 
and to respect international humanitarian law and international human rights law.  

 

e) Stress the urgent need to address the root causes of conflicts in Africa, the importance to build 
on post-conflict and reconstruction efforts, particularly in light of the recent establishment of 
the AU PCRD center. 
 

f) Stress the need for capacity building, and transfer of technology to Africa, especially in light 
of the ever-growing use of AI in armed conflicts, and the necessity to combat the illegal uses 
of technology in warfare.  

 
IV. DATE, FORMAT AND WORKING LANGUAGES 

 
11. The meeting will be held virtually, using the ZOOM Online Platform on Tuesday, 29 October 
2024, with simultaneous interpretation in English and French languages. 
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