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Concept Note 
 

Breakfast Seminar on the: “The emerging New Architecture in the 
Relationship Between African Union (AU) and the Regional Economic 

Communities (RECs) in Peace and Security”  
 

Introduction  

The Constitutive Act of the African Union (AU) has among its key objectives the 
coordination and harmonisation of policies between Regional Economic 
Communities/Regional Mechanisms (RECs). RECs/RMs are also key actors in 
ensuring peace and security in their respective regions and also function as building 
blocks of the AU, including its peace and security regime.  

With the expansion in the scope of engagement of the AU and RECs/RMs in 
responding to the peace and security needs of various parts of the continent, the need 
for achieving a more effective modus operandi for successful policy coherence and 
operational coordination has been on the rise. The 2008 Protocol on Relations 
Between the AU and the RECs was adopted with the purpose of ensuring closer 
coordination among the RECs and with the AU. While the adoption of the Protocol 
has been a great step forward in achieving better co-operation between the AU and 
RECs, its full realisation has encountered various challenges throughout the years 
following its adoption.  

In the context of the changing dynamics of peace and security, the existing 
arrangements for coordination and mutually reinforcing joint action have 
increasingly proved inadequate. Notably, the application of the principle of 
subsidiarity has created some tension between the AU and RECs in certain cases. It 
comes as no surprise that clarifying the principles and modalities for such modus 
operandi in the relationship between the AU and RECs/RMs forms an important 
part of the ongoing AU institutional reforms.     

In response to the increasing demand for a more collaborative and coordinated 
engagement by the AU and RECs/RMs and within the framework of the institutional 
reform of the AU, a major process for overhauling the legal and institutional 
framework governing the relationship between the AU & RECs/RMs has been 
underway.  

Objectives    

The aim of the seminar is to appraise and reflect on the ongoing process for the 
reform of the legal and institutional framework for AU-RECs/RMs relationship. 
Within this context the Seminar seeks to interrogate the following issues:  
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1. What are the legal and institutional changes being introduced to revamp the 
modus operandi in the relationship between the AU and RECs/RMs?   

2. What mechanisms could best improve and institutionalize the relationships 
between AU PSC and RECs/RMs policy organs in charge of peace and security 
including bolstering the establishment of peace and security policy organs of 
RECs/RMs that don’t have one?   

3. What measures could be taken to enable RECs/RMs to adequately provide 
substantive and continuous inputs to the PSC decision-making process in 
conflict prevention, management and resolution and vice-versa?  

4. How to facilitate the establishment of modalities for timely and coordinated 
responses to crises through enriching engagements between the AU PSC and 
RECs/RMs to effectively respond to and substantially reduce emerging 
threats?  

Agenda 

Date: 17 December 2019  

Venue: Marriott Hotel  

8:15-8:25 Welcoming remarks: Dr Solomon Ayele Dersso, Founding 
Director of Amani Africa  

Panel: 8:25-9:30 

Ambassador Osama Abdel Khalek, Ambassador of Egypt   

Ambassador Francisco Jose Da Cruz, Ambassador of Angola 

Mr Kagwe Mutahi, Head of IGAD Liaison Office to the AU  

Moderator: Michelle Ndiaye Ntab, Director, Africa Pece and Security 
Programme, IPSS   

Discussion: 9:30-10:15 

 

 

    

        

 


