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Structured Dialogue with the African Youth
on Peace and Security and the New Agenda for Peace

1. Background:

The foundations of the African Union’s commitment for the youth, peace and security agenda
starts with the AU Constitutive Act, which states that the importance of African peoples'
involvement in the Union's activities, the promotion of gender equality, and the adherence to
democratic principles, human rights, the rule of law, and good governance. Based on this
foundation the African Youth Charter provides for the need for the participation of youth in all
spheres of society and highlight the important role of youth in peace and security (Article 11 &
17). Additionally, at its 807" meeting in November 2018, the Peace and Security Council (PSC) an
open session focused on Youth, Peace, and Security that institutionalize and regularize an annual
open session dedicated to the theme of YPS'. Apart from the institutionalization of YPS as a
standing thematic agenda, the PSC also decided the establishment of various structures including
the AYAPs. During this session, the PSC urged Member States to create national action plans
aimed at facilitating youth involvement in peace and security efforts while also advocating for
the removal of any structural obstacles hindering such participation. In the same year, the AU
Commission’s Peace and Security Department launched the Youth for Peace (Y4P) Africa initiative
in September 2018 aiming to discourage youth from resorting to violence and to enable their
meaningful involvement in all aspects of peace and security.

Similarly, at the global level the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) recognized the pivotal
role of young people in fostering peacebuilding and prevention through the adoption of UNSC
Resolution 2250 in December 2015. This recognition of youth empowerment was recently
echoed throughout the global agenda, notably emphasized in Our Common Agenda, where
young people are positioned at the forefront of global priorities.

Released in September 2021, the UN Secretary-General's report on 'Our Common Agenda' stands
as a pivotal document aimed at amplifying the United Nations' efficacy in realizing the
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https://www.peaceau.org/uploads/psc.807.comm.psc.youth.peace.and.security.8.11.2018.pdf
https://undocs.org/Home/Mobile?FinalSymbol=S%2FRES%2F2250(2015)&Language=E&DeviceType=Desktop&LangRequested=False&trk=article-ssr-frontend-pulse_little-text-block
https://undocs.org/Home/Mobile?FinalSymbol=S%2FRES%2F2250(2015)&Language=E&DeviceType=Desktop&LangRequested=False&trk=article-ssr-frontend-pulse_little-text-block
https://www.un.org/en/content/common-agenda-report/?trk=article-ssr-frontend-pulse_little-text-block

Sustainable Development Goals by 2030. This comprehensive report encapsulates the Secretary-
General's forward-looking vision for international cooperation and multilateralism, essential
pillars for sustaining global peace and security. Notably, the Secretary-General underscores that
“our youth are essential to identifying new solutions that will secure the breakthroughs that our
world urgently needs.”

In response to the imperative laid out by Member States, the UN Secretary-General has been
tasked with providing recommendations for advancing this common agenda, focusing on four
overarching priorities:

¢ Renewed solidarity between people and future generations,

¢ Aredefined social contract rooted in human rights principles,

¢ Enhanced stewardship of critical global commons, and

e Equitable and sustainable delivery of global public goods for all.

The "New Agenda for Peace," a key proposition in Our Common Agenda, aims to tackle the root

causes and influential systems perpetuating conflict, while fostering agreement among states on
security measures through innovative and enhanced steps to mitigate emerging risks. With the
world facing numerous challenges, including the climate crisis, authoritarian regimes, violent
conflicts, exclusion of diverse groups, and a lack of confidence in global governance, the impact
is felt across both present and future generations. Hence, the pivotal role of youth in this New
Agenda for Peace.

Progress in the implementation of the Youth, Peace, and Security Agenda has been made since
UN Security Council Resolution 2250 was adopted. In Africa, this advancement is evident in the
numerous actions and initiatives that young peacebuilders are taking to deal with the causes of
conflict, benefiting the continent in many ways. It is important to underscore the pivotal role of
youth in driving significant socio-political transformations. Building on the efforts triggered by
instruments as initiatives of the African Union and Resolution 2250, the New Agenda for Peace
provides a chance to incorporate the concerns and aspirations of young people in the
establishment of enduring peace. It also serves as a chance to reaffirm the commitment to the
principle of 'Leaving No One Behind.' This can be accomplished through dialogue with the African
Youth on Peace and Security and the New Agenda for Peace.

It is against this background that the African Union Commission Department for Political Affairs,
Peace and Security (PAPS), and Amani Africa in partnership with the Switzerland Embassy in Addis
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Ababa has initiated a project with the main objective of fostering a structured dialogue with the
African Youth on the future of peace and security in Africa and globally.

2. Overall objective:
This dialogue aims to foster meaningful discussions on regional peace and security issues, aligning
its objectives with the overarching goal of advancing the implementation of the New Agenda for
Peace. By convening stakeholders from diverse backgrounds and regions, the dialogue seeks to
leverage collective insights and expertise to address pressing challenges and identify innovative
solutions.

These conversations will serve as platforms for participants to exchange perspectives, share best
practices, and explore collaborative opportunities in addressing regional peace and security
concerns. The outcomes of these dialogues are expected to yield actionable ideas and
recommendations that can inform and enrich ongoing peace and security conversations at
various forums.

Specifically, the insights and outcomes generated from these dialogues will be channeled into
key international and regional platforms, including but not limited to the United Nations Security
Council (UNSC) and the African Union Peace and Security Council (AU PSC) Open Session on
Youth, Peace, and Security and Bujumbura Continental Youth Dialogue.

The outcomes of the dialogue will be presented at relevant UNSC sessions, providing valuable
input for discussions on youth, peace, and security issues and contribute to discussions during
the AU PSC Open Session, where member states deliberate on matters related to youth inclusion
in peacebuilding efforts across the African continent. This engagement also aims to influence
policy-making processes and shape the agenda of the UNSC in addressing contemporary security
challenges. Additionally, the insights shared will help inform AU policies and initiatives aimed at
promoting youth participation in peace and security processes.

By actively engaging in these fora and sharing the outcomes of the dialogue, participants will
contribute to shaping the discourse on youth, peace, and security at both regional and
international levels. Through collaborative efforts and sustained dialogue, the aim is to catalyze
concrete actions that enhance peacebuilding efforts and contribute to the realization of the
objectives of the New Agenda for Peace's.

3. Specific objectives:
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e Synthesize and present African youth peacebuilders’ voices to regional, continental
and global peace and security discourse, particularly the New Agenda for Peace;

e Build the capacities of African youth on global frameworks on YPS and intersections
with continental norms;

e Provide a networking platform for youth peacebuilders and their networks with
national, regional, continental and global YPS stakeholders with specific attention
to promote the active participation by adolescent girls and young women in the
process; and,

e Enhance the contribution of youth to peacebuilding in Africa and globally.

4. Methodology:
To accomplish the above stated objectives, the first task will be identifying and engaging key
stakeholders involved in youth, peace, and security efforts across Africa's five regions.
Stakeholders include representatives from youth organizations, government agencies, civil
society organizations, academic institutions, as well as international bodies like the African Union
Commission, United Nations, and relevant diplomatic missions.

Next, virtual consultation sessions will be conducted for each region, ensuring representation
from diverse backgrounds and demographics, with a special emphasis on promoting the active
participation of adolescent girls and young women. These sessions will provide a platform for
participants to voice their perspectives, share experiences, discuss challenges and opportunities
related to peace and security in Africa and globally, and propose strategies for achieving the New
Agenda for Peace.

The insights from these regional consultations will then be consolidated during a hybrid
continental consultation involving representatives from all five regions. This session will discuss
the outcomes of the regional consultations, and foster collaboration, knowledge-sharing, and
partnership-building, thereby enhancing the collective impact of youth-led peacebuilding efforts
towards the New Agenda for Peace.

Finally, the insights and perspectives shared during the dialogue sessions will be synthesized into
a comprehensive report that encapsulates the voices of African youth peacebuilders. This report
will be presented to the UNSC during Switzerland’s presidency in October and at various regional,
continental, and global peace and security forums, including the AU PSC Open Session on Youth,
Peace, and Security.
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5. Participants:

The project will bring together representatives from youth organizations across the five regions
of Africa, representatives from relevant government agencies at national, regional, and
continental levels, and CSOs working on youth, peace, and security issues to bring diverse
perspectives and grassroots insights into the dialogue. Additionally, the consultations will involve
scholars and researchers with expertise in peace and security studies, particularly those focusing
on youth participation, and existing youth networks and stakeholders engaged in youth, peace,
and security initiatives.
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