
 
Africa and the African Union in shaping the future of peacekeeping and the Peacebuilding 

Architecture review 

 

Context  

Peacekeeping is under unprecedented levels of pressure due to the evolving nature of security 

challenges, geopolitical tensions, global divides, and diminishing receptiveness from Member 

States. While narratives about the ‘end of peacekeeping’ are exaggerated, there is no doubt about 

the breakdown of the consensus underpinning peacekeeping and the emergence of conditions not 

conducive to peacekeeping. As a result, both at the global and continental levels, the policy and 

epistemic community are engaged in some form of soul-searching about the future of 

peacekeeping.  

While some new tools are being put in place to address some of the gaps as the adoption of the 

UN Resolution 2719 highlights, it has become increasingly evident that a more strategic and 

holistic approach is required. The Pact for the Future thus called for the review of peacekeeping to 

better respond to existing challenges and new realities. The United Nations Department of Peace 

Operations (UNDPO) commissioned an independent study led by El-Ghassim Wane titled the 

“Future of Peacekeeping, New Models, and Related Capabilities”, which was released in October 

2024. The study aims to inform the 2025 UN Peacekeeping Ministerial, scheduled to take place in 

Berlin in May 2025 under the overarching theme of the ‘Future of Peacekeeping.’ 

Africa, as a major theatre of peacekeeping operations, is key for this policy and scholarly search 

for building new consensus and shaping the next generation of peacekeeping. As anticipated and 

recognised in the UN Resolution 2719 and the Pact for the Future, as well as the Namibia-Amani 

Africa High-Level Panel Report, central to the building of new consensus around and shaping the 

next generation of peacekeeping is the African Union.  

Objectives  

Building on the report that Wane led and to contribute to the policy discourse that would feed into 

the peacekeeping ministerial and the UN Peacebuilding Architecture review, Amani Africa 

https://peacekeeping.un.org/sites/default/files/the_future_of_peacekeeping_new_models_and_related_capabilities_-_nov1.pdf
https://amaniafrica-et.org/wp-content/uploads/Resolution-27192023n2342006.pdf
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/sotf-pact_for_the_future_adopted.pdf
https://amaniafrica-et.org/wp-content/uploads/AFRICA-AND-THE-REFORM-OF-THE-MULTILATERAL-SYSTEM.pdf
https://amaniafrica-et.org/wp-content/uploads/AFRICA-AND-THE-REFORM-OF-THE-MULTILATERAL-SYSTEM.pdf


 
proposes to hold a policy dialogue under the above theme on 19 March. This dialogue will also 

take into account the ongoing discussion about the 2025 review of the Peacebuilding Architecture, 

providing a platform to explore the convergence between the peacekeeping review and the 

Peacebuilding Architecture review. It will further serve as an avenue for shaping African 

perspectives and inputs into the common African position on the peacebuilding Architecture 

review. The Conference is also expected to explore how to strengthen policy engagement between 

the AU and the UN on peacekeeping and peacebuilding. 

Expected Outcomes 

The conference will bring together key personalities and experts such as those who led the writing 

of the study on the future of peacekeeping, those engaged in the Peacebuilding Architecture review 

and AU policymakers and practitioners as well as peacekeeping and peacebuilding experts from 

within and outside the continent. Through Panel discussions, the dialogue will Generate innovative 

ideas to address the challenges facing peacekeeping and peacebuilding and provide concrete inputs 

for the 2025 Berlin ministerial meeting and the Peacebuilding Architecture review process. 

 



 

Agenda 

Africa and the African Union in Shaping the Future of Peacekeeping and the Peacebuilding 

Architecture Review 

19 March 2025 

Hilton Addis 

 

 

8:00 – 8:30 am Registration 

8:30 – 9:00 am Opening Session 

Welcoming Remarks 

Dr Solomon Dersso, Founding Director, Amani Africa 

 

Opening Statement 

Ambassador Ben Marc Diendere, Permanent Observer of  

Canada to the AU  

9:00 – 10:30 am Panel 1: The Future of Peacekeeping - New Models and 

Capabilities 

Panelists: 

 El-Ghassim Wane, Former Special Representative of the UN 

Secretary-General and Head of MINUSMA 

 Professor Paul D. Williams, Elliot School of International 

Affairs, George Washington University 

 Ambassador Hirut Zemene, Permanent Representative of 

Ethiopia to the AU (tbc) 

 Ambassador Robert Afriye, Permanent Representative of 

Ghana to the AU 

 Ambassador Jens Hanefeld, Ambassador of the Federal 

Republic of Germany and Permanent Observer to the AU 



 

 

 Moderator: Dr Dawit Yohannes, Project Manager, Training for Peace, ISS 

10:30 – 10:45 am Coffee Break 

10:45 am – 12:15 pm Panel 2: Trends in peace support operations in Africa and the 

future of Peacekeeping 

 

Panelists: 

 
 General Cheick Dembele, Head, Peace Support Operations Division, 

PAPS, AUC 

 Ambassador Maj. Gen. Charles Karamba, Permanent Representative of 

Rwanda to the AU 

 Ambassador Nasir Aminu, Permanent Representative of Nigeria 

to the AU (tbc) 

 Ambassador Jevin Pillay Ponisamy, Permanent Representative of 

SADC to the AU 

 Ambassador Seif Kandeel, Director General, CCCPA 

 

 Tefesehet Hailu, Researcher, Amani Africa 

Moderator: Obi Anyadike, Senior Africa Editor, The New Humanitarian 

12:15– 1:15 pm Lunch Break 

1:15 – 2:30 pm Panel 3: Peacebuilding Architecture Review 

Panelists: 
 Ambassador Mohammed Edrees, Former Permanent Representative of 

Egypt to the UN 

 Ambassador Adonia Ayebare, Permanent Representative of Uganda to 

the UN and member of UN PBC 

 Dr Vasu Gounden, Founder and Executive Director, ACCORD 

 Ambassador Mohamed Gad, Permanent Representative of Egypt to the 

AU 

 Dr Solomon Dersso, Founding Director, Amani Africa 

 

 

Moderator: Fikir Getachew, Assistant Researcher, Amani Africa 

2:30 – 2:45 pm Coffee Break 



 

2:45 – 4:15 pm Panel 4: Strengthening AU-UN Policy Engagement on 

Peacekeeping and Peacebuilding 

Panelists: 
 Parfait Onanga-Anyanga, Special Representative of the UN Secretary- 

General and Head of UNOAU 

 Ambassador Fred Ngoga, Senior Advisor, Political Affairs Peace and 

Security (PAPS)- AUC 

 El-Ghassim Wane, Former Special Representative of the UN Secretary- 

General and Head of MINUSMA 

 Ambassador Harold Saffa, Permanent Representative of Sierra Leone to 

the AU 

 Dr Dawit Yohannes, Project Manager, Training for Peace, ISS 

 

Moderator: Dr Solomon Dersso, Founding Director, Amani Africa 

4:15 – 4:30 pm Key takeaways and conclusion 
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