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Thank you, Moderator, Dr. Chambas 
 
H.E Mahmoud Ali Youssuf,  Minister of Foreign Affairs and International 
Cooperation and Chair of the African Peace and Security Council 
 
H.E Mr. Ahmed Attaf, Minister of Foreign Affairs and National Community 
Abroad of the People’s Democratic Republic of Algeria 
 
Honorable Ministers 
 
Colleague A3+ members, and incoming member Somalia 
 
Excellencies  
 
Ladies and Gentlemen  
 
All 
 
Since this is the first time that I am taking the floor,  allow me to  thank 
Honorable Ministers Youssuf and Attaf,  for the kind invitation extended to 
Guyana to attend this meeting, in our capacity  as the Plus in the A3+ 
mechanism. 
 
Honorable Minister Hugh Todd, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Guyana 
sends his deep regrets for being unavoidably absent, and also his best wishes 
for a successful meeting. 
 
Mr. Moderator, Chair, Excellencies,  on Security Council Reform: 
 



At the outset, I commend Sierra Leone for using its presidency of the UN 
Security Council in August  to have a debate on Security Council Reform. As 
Deputy Foreign Minister of Sierra Leone mentioned, it was historic in that it 
was the first time that such a debate was held in the Security Council itself.   
 
The discussion allowed for very useful interventions, particularly on the 
support for the common African position, and served as a pertinent prelude 
to the Summit of the Future. 
 
Excellencies,  

 

The winds of positive change on Security Council Reform is blowing and it 

is largely in the direction of Africa. For the first time, all  Heads of State and 

Governments have unequivocally indicated their support to “redress  the 

historical injustice against Africa as a priority”. I agree with  our panelists 

that we must build on this momentum.  

 

I would add, that we must not let a crisis go to waste. We must seize the 

opportunities for reform which the current crisis in the Security Council 

offers, resulting from the polarization among the permanent five (P5) 

members. 

 

This paralysis of the Council and the increased used of the veto – the highest 

in decades -  has resulted in increased attention being paid to the Security 

Council, with many questioning its very utility and relevance. 

 

This attention is manifested in an amplification of the  calls for Security 

Council reform – including the highest number of Heads of States and 

Government – more than 140 -  doing so during the General Assembly 

debate September last,  but also amongst our  global population.  There are 

also signs in the inter-governmental negotiations in New York that the 

needle on reform is moving.  

 

Against this challenging background, and the gains made in the Pact for the 

Future, is where I see a  comparative advantage for Africa to play a leading 

role in advancing Security Council reform. 



 

For example,  the African model of a reformed  Security Council is 

identical to that of the Caribbean Community (CARICOM’s), with only 

one addition by CARICOM of a rotating seat for Small Island Developing 

States.    Together, Africa and CARICOM – 68 countries - can come together 

and strategize how we can give meaning to the words in the Pact and truly 

advance Security Council reform.  

 

A second point I wish to underscore, is that the manner in which the A3+ 

currently operates on the Security Council is in many ways positively 

signaling  what greater African representation on the Council will look like, 

and more importantly, can contribute.  The A3+ unity is admired by many, 

and a little less so by a few who envy the power of such unity.  

 

No other geographical Group speaks with one voice on the Council – more 

than 66 times this year alone -   and not only on African issues but others 

as well. This clearly demonstrates and  solidifies Africa’s readiness to be a 

responsible and effective partner in the maintenance of global peace and 

security, now, and in an expanded Council. We must preserve this unity  

and capitalize on it as we take forward  Security Council reform. 

 

Resolution 2719  

 

Finally, Mr. Moderator , I underscore Guyana’s full commitment to working 
closely within the A3+ mechanism to advance the implementation of 
resolution 2719.  This is a groundbreaking resolution and it is important that 
early success is achieved. 
 
I thank the panelists for their very useful presentations. Am also very 
pleased to be representing the diaspora in this meeting.  
 

I thank you. 
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